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Insufflation by the Politzer or Yalsalvian method is recommended, and also 
puncture of the membrane where there is much tension; the free use of 
the warm-water douche half an hour at a time will greatly relieve the pain 
and the attendant congestion. Bromide of potassium and chloral with 
opium is much more efficient than opium alone in the treatment of ear¬ 
ache. In chronic suppuration nothing especially new is offered, beyond 
the general warning against neglect of ear discharges which so frequently 
produce fatal results. Astringent solutions of zinc, sulplmt. (gr. iv), acid, 
carbolic, (gr. j), or plumbi acetas (gr. x) to the ounce of water are recom¬ 
mended. Boracic acid (gr. xx to gj) has also been used with good results; 
potassium permanganate seems too stimulating, and has been discarded by 
the reporter. In cases with perforation, after discharge has stopped, the 
artificial membrana tympani cut from writing paper, as recommended by 
Dr. Blake of Boston, has given good satisfaction. In all chronic cases 
of ear discharges, the importance of treatment of the naso-pharynx is 
acknowledged and insisted upon. 

In eye diseases, cold applications for various forms of conjunctivitis, 
especially the purulent variety, as recommended by Dr. II. Knapp, of 
New' York, are fully endorsed by the reporter, who believes that they 
offer a greater proportion of successes than any other treatment. The 
rules are first to see that the eye is kept clean, and, secondly, to persis¬ 
tently apply cold by means of very light compresses frequently wet with 
ice-water. 

Dr. A. Z. Gill, after ably discussing the vexed question of the Identity 
or Non-identity of Membranous Group and Diphtheria, and after a care¬ 
ful weighing of the evidence, offers the following conclusions :— 

1. There is no distinction to bo made from a microscopic examination of the 
exudate which would lead to a division of membranous laryngitis into noil-diph¬ 
theritic and diphtheritic, or simple membranous croup and diphtheritic croup. 

2. There is no distinction, clear and decided, to be made, based on chemical 
examination of the membranous product. 

3. Every clinical manifestation by which a distinction might at first appear be¬ 
tween diphtheritic and lion-diphtheritic membranous laryngitis is unreliable, in a 
differentially diagnostic point of view. 

A table of 23 cases of tracheotomy for croup or diphtheria is continued 
from 1879. The total reported from this state was 129, with 27.9 per 
cent, of recoveries : 3G recovered; 93 died; of these, nine died on the table 
or immediately after the operation. F. W. 


Art. XIX_ The Hygiene of Emigrant Ships. By Thomas J. Tur¬ 

ner, A.M., M.D., Ph.D., Medical Director U. S. Navy. 8vo. pp. 71. 
Franklin Press: Rand, Avery & Company, Boston, 1881. 

This essay very clearly shows that the laws of the United States, 
designed to preserve the health and lives of passengers while they are on 
shipboard, are not respected by those whose business is to transport peo¬ 
ple across the sea between Europe and this country. In ten years (from 
1870 to 1879), 1,501,126 emigrants arrived in New York. On an average 
they w'ere at sea thirteen and a half days. Of those embarked in Europe 
2518 died on the way here. From January to September inclusive, 1880, 
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nine months, thirty-four of the passenger sliips that arrived at New York 
were reported for “overcrowding.” Under the statutes, all those vessels 
together might receive on hoard an aggregate of 28,090 passengers. 
They received on board 33,266, or 5170 more than the law authorizes— 
an average excess of 156 in each ship. Of the whole number embarked, 
37 died. 

If thirty-seven persons died in the course of a voyage lasting from 9 to 
16 days because more persons were taken on board than the. law permits, 
the agents of the transportation deserve whatever punishment the law 
imposes for taking of life through negligence. 

“ Overcrowding” means requiring a larger number of persons to sojourn 
in a limited area than it was designed to contain without painful incon¬ 
venience or peril of health, and therefore signifies deficiency of pure re¬ 
spirable air, as well as the presence in it of foreign matters known to be 
detrimental to the health of most of those who respire air thus contami¬ 
nated during any considerable time. 

What proportion of those 37 deaths is undoubtedly ascribable to over¬ 
crowding? 

Analysis of the tabular statement of the extent of overcrowding on each 
of these 34 reported ships, given by the author, shows that all the deaths 
occurred on 15 ships. Together they carried 14,874 passengers, of which 
number 2843 were in excess. On an average each ship received on hoard 
991.6, which number includes 189.5 in excess of the number of passengers 
the law allows. The average duration of the voyage was 12 days 20 hours. 
One ship with 1331 emigrants on board, being 474 in excess of the num¬ 
ber she may lawfully carry, lost 13 in the course of her voyage of 16 days. 

On the other hand, 19 of the 34 vessels reported for overcrowding took 
on board 18,392 immigrants, an average of 968 on each, including an 
excess of 2327, an average of 122.5, without a death. The average time 
at sea was 11 days 21 hours. 

The ships on board which passengers died were relatively very much 
more overcrowded than those on board of which none died,and they were 
at sea one day longer. 

Within the same nine months, 575 vessels arrived at New York that 
were not reported for overcrowding. Of their 258,926 passengers 172 
died. The mean duration of the passage was 12.7 days. 

Such data alone do not show that deaths of passengers are ascribable 
to overcrowding only, but they very clearly imply that the provisions of 
law in this connection are disobeyed with impunity and without reference 
to the possible consequences to passengers. 

The theme of Dr. Turner’s praiseworthy essay is a proposed law, entitled 
the “ Passenger act of 1880,” which was presented to Congress April 8, 
1880, by the Hon. Peter V. Deuster, of Milwaukee, Wis. Dr. Turner con¬ 
siders each section of the proposed law separately in succession, and ably 
discusses all questions and conditions which influence the comfort and 
health of people on board of ships. Incidentally to each section of the 
proposed act, he treats of overcrowding, ventilation, air, respiration, food, 
cooking, potable water, warming, humidity, dryness, dry-rot in ships, 
bilge water, sick quarters, water closets, etc. etc. An appendix contains 
the several laws in reference to the subject, reports of ill treatment of 
passengers and crews of ships, and a bibliography. 

His experience afloat, his long devotion to nautical hygiene, his ac¬ 
quirements and ability, as well as the importance of the subject, entitle Dr. 
Turner’s work to respectful attention. W. S. W. R. 



